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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


WORLD  MEAT  PRODUCTION* 

LBS.  BIL. 


1934-38    1946-50       1953      1954  1955 
Average  Average 

*CARCASS  MEAT- EXCLUDES  OFFAL.  LARD,  RABBIT  AND  POULTRY  MEAT.    TOTAL  FOR  47  OR  42  COUNTRIES  WHICH 
PRODUCE  AROUND  93  PERCENT  OF  THE  WORLD  OUTPUT  EXCLUSIVE  OF  COMMUNIST  CHINA. 


Meat  production  in  the  principal  livestock  producing  countries  of  thi 
world,  exclusive  of  the  Far  East,  was  approximately  86.5  billion  Pounds 
in  1955.    This  is  a  new  record  which  exceeds  production  in  prewar  by  27 
percent,  19U6-50  by  29  percent,  and  19$h  by  3  percent.    The  strong  demand 
for  meat  with  favorable  prices  and  favorable  growing  conditions  during  tn. 
past  few  years  has  encouraged  livestock  producers  to  expand  breeding  and 
feeding  operations* 
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Meat  output  is  now  substantially  above  the  19U6-50  average  in  Eastern 
and  Western  Europe,  the  U.S.S.R.,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  North  America. 
However,  production  in  South  America  is  below  the  19^6-50  average. 

Meat  production  in  North  America,  largely  due  to  strong  demand  and  favor- 
able pasture  and  crop  conditions  increased  6  percent  in  1955  and  was  20  per- 
cent larger  than  the  postwar  average.    Production  in  the  United  States  estab- 
lished a  new  record  of  nearly  27  billion  pounds,  and  production  in  Canada  of 
2.3  billion  was  the  largest  in  about  10  years.    Output  in  Cuba  and  Mexico  con- 
tinued to  increase  in  1955« 

Production  in  Western  Europe  increased  only  slightly  in  1955.  Fairly 
large  increases  occurred  in  Norway,  the  Netherlands,  Sweden,  West  Germany, 
Greece,  and  Yugoslavia.    Moderate  gains  in  output  occurred  in  Austria,  Belgium, 
Denmark,  France,  Portugal  and  Switzerland.    Meat  production  declined  from  the 
195U  level  in  Finland,  Italy,  Spain  and  the  United  Kingdom. 


Meat  l/i    Summary  of  World  Production,  1955  with  Comparisons 


Continent  or  Area 


:  Averages 
:  19^-321 


19U6-50:  195U 
: 


•  Prelim. 

1955 


Increase  (/)  or 
Decrease  (-) 


1955 
19U6-50 


1955 
W 


-  -  -  Million  pounds  -  - 


-  -  -Percent  —  - 


••••••••• 


North  America  2/, 
Europe  ^/. ....... 

U.  S.  S#  R.  , 

Middle  East  £/. 
Republic  of  Philippines 
South  America  6/ 
Union  of  South  Africa  t 
Oceania  7/  


18,606 
27,215 
8,775 
1,115 
209 
8,358 
671 


25,7& 
20,069 
fi/ 


29,11*6 
29,729i 

k 


3,211  t  3,338 


1,327 1  1,6U8 

125 x  196 

10,05U:  9,777 

917:  1,025 


Total  8/  :    68,160  :  67, 09U 


30,9U7 
29.959 

£/ 

IT/ 

"207 
9,807 
970 
U.13U 


:  /  20 
:  /U9 


/  66 
-  2 

i  6 


/  6 
-  5 


/3 


1/  Carcass  meat  -  excludes  offal,  lard,  rabbit  ,and  poultry  meat.    2/  Canada, 
fTexico,  United  States  and  Cuba.    3/  Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Finland,  France, 
Western  Germany,  Greece,  Ireland,  Italy,  The  Netherlands,  Norway,  Portugal, 
Sweden,  Switzerland,  United  Kingdom,  Yugoslavia,  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia, 
Eastern  Germany,  Hungary,  Poland,  and  Rumania,    h//  Estimates  included  in  the 
total.    5/  Egypt,  Turkey,  Iraq,  and  Iran.    6/  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia, 
Paraguay  and  Uruguay.    Jy  AustraHa  and  New  Zealand.  8/  Total  for  U2  countries 
as  listed  above.    During  1938,  Hi  of  these  countries  produced  an  estimated  66.3 
billion  pounds  of  meat  out  of  an  estimated  total  of  70  billion  pounds  for  67 
countries,  excluding  China.    It  is  estimated  that  U2  countries  produce  93  per- 
cent of  the  world  meat  output,  exclusive  of  China. 


-  3  - 


•a 
-p 

o 

E-i 


<D  o 

MIA 

n)  I 

f-  md 

l>  ON 

<;  rH 


CO| 

XA 
UN 
0\ 


c 

o  to 

•H  T) 
C 

d  § 

E  0- 


o  m 
tH  -a 
c 

£  a. 


ID  O 
&0XA 
t«  I 

Ih  mD 
(1)  -3 
>  ON 
<  H 


C 

o  to 

H  -O 

-H  C 

H  3 

•H  O 

S  O- 


8 


O  O  O 


o  o  o  on  o  c  o 

rlHH       H  H  H 


CNi-HHOOOOnO 


18 


d  o 
E  a. 


c 

O  oil 

rl  T> 

-H  C 

S  O 

E  Ot| 


n 

o  to 

rl  T) 


d  O 
E  0, 


H^AinH  OCO  ro  XA  \/\  ©  -3  XA  CM  CO  CM  _3 
i-trHr-lrHHiHiHrHrHCVJf-lrH^r-lpHrM 


\AOJ\0 


CM  -3  ON  -3  rH  0O 
ON  rH  ON  O  ON  C- 


8 


CvJ  CM  MD  »- 

r,  mD  co  mD 
ro  rH  On  ^1 


CN  MD  CM  MD  co  r—  rH  XA  CM  r—  r-  [—  -3  CD  ON 
MJ  CO  MD  CM        O  CM        r—  CM  CM  ro  r—  -3  XA  CO 


-3  O 

ro  c\J 


OJ  rH  CO-3 


-3  O  O0N0NCM-3-3MDXACC-3CM-30NXA 
t--JNr-\0  CM  O  r— NO  rH  -3MD  m  JCMiv 
MDCOXACMCMr--CM-3c--rHCMrOtN--3MDCO 


On  On  On 
MD  CM  rH 


-3  CO 
rH  CO 

XA  O 


O  r- 
rH  CM 

CM  CO 


CM^J 
CO  MD 
MO  CM 


1  ^ 


C"\  "Lf\  OJ 
O  O  OJ  -C! 


-3"Lf\ao  oj  vo  r-r-i  ncvjmH(n<i  f^X  O  *>- 
OJ  rH  oT 


U\HU> 
1-4  CO  CM 
G\  rH  rH 


x*a|  xa) 


XAXA  MD  XA  O  CO 
rftNN  Jl^j 
CM  MD  -3  C—  CM  r— 


-3XA  CO  CM 
P0-3XA 


rH^lAC> 


JCJ  N-J  JCO  1-  ON 
O  rH  ro\A  CO  XA 

rH  COrH 


HO  JCV 
roXA  ro 


-3mD  CMr*-fOONC*-COMDMD  I —  rO-3  r»-  r—CO 
H  JUMM  JOH^IA  XA-3 
CM        rH        rH  J  rH 


r--3 

XA  CO 

co  r-- 


-3  O  CO  CM 
XAXA-3 

r— 


Ot—f-rHOOMDO-rtcoOr—  r—  J«\N 
H  rH  XT,  XA  On  JOHC14  OCM 

rH  rH  CO  rH 


r—  Mco 
o  a> 
co  c 


XA|  XA| 


O  Ov  J1A  -3 

-3MD  ON  CO  I  NO 
UN.  rH 


^1 


c 

o  to 

rl  T) 
rH  C 

d  1 

E  a, 


c 

o  o> 

•rl  T3 

.  .  O 

E  a. 


o 

®  XA 
bO  t 
t«  NO 
-3 
0)  On 
>  rH 


C 

O  m 

•H  T) 
-H  C 
.-H  3 
iH  O 
E  DU 


>1 


C 

o  to 
■rl  t3 
C 

E  0- 


•rl  n 

e 

dg 


<u  o 

CiOXA 

«  ■ 

U  nO 

(P  -3 

>  ON 
<■!  rH 


CNCO  NO  IA 
HvOHO 
O  CO  O 


CO  rH  C—  NO  XA  XA  MD 
r(  O  «rt  t-CC  J 
JJrlrloO  CM 


XA  CO  O  CM  O  CM  CO  CO 
MD  C*-  rH  CM  _3  CM  XA-3 


r— -3  CM  cm 

rH  rOXACO 
On  to  On 


CMC—  o  JOiiMnmorimor-  md  o  md 

On  CO  i — I  ro  CO  MD  -3  rH  ON  MD  ON  CM  rH  rH  C —  -3 
ro  CO  rH  rH  CO  CC        CM  nQ  nO        CM  -4  CNJ  \A 


S-3 

CO  -3 
I   rH  rH 


CO  rH 

On 

CM  1A 


NO  CM  rH  t 

IAnO  -3  f 


CM  t—  OONOOIAONXAJOVOrHCO  OH 
rOvOCMOXACOCOCMCOONr—  H-3JOCM 
CM  CM  \A,  rH  COIA        rH  NO  CM        CM  ro  rH  XA  j£ 


\A| 


rH  CM  CM  \A  M3 
On  rH  XA  P—   I  CO 

COXA 


XA| 


On  r—  CM  O 
r--JHCO 
CM  t"-  CM  CO 


COXA  OCOCO_=JnO 
nO  C  mD  cm  O  CO  co 
CM -3 -3  rH  rH  -0  CAJH 


CMCM-rtcOCOvO  OC— 
CJIA(^cac>0  4-3 
CO  CM  XA  CM 


XA  O  C—  O 
XA  P—  -3  C— 
CM  t— MD  CO 


p^o-onvOcoco  cmcoxaOmDi-HnO  cocm  On 

vO  CO  rH  rH  On  CM  CO  OOHH^c-Hr*  co 
CM  ro -3  H  ON  t-»        W  (h-Jrt        CM  CM  MD  CM 


CO  XA  XA 
O  CO  -3 
CO  rH 


f-  M3 
XA  c— 
On  CO 


O  CM 
rH  NO 
CM  MD 


CO  COCO  XA 
-3  CM  c—  r— 
O      On  ro 


COCOP~rHC-OOCOCMr-r—  CMrHCOOC— 
XArOCMOvCOO  CO  XA  CM  CM  CO  MD  MD  r*~  CO  rH 
rHCMrO       OnO        rH  XA  CM  CMrHCMCM 


S 
1 


•  » 

•  -P 

•  -P 


■3  8 

an 


e  c 


e 
o 

u 

r.  <» 


jlrH  M  t> 
JH  c* 
SMC  •'OH 
al  3  to  s  S  oi 

-  -H>  •o  -P  +>  o 
..  h  OtI'iH  M 

mQfe£ooHHZ?tx.(oior3>H 


00  O  co 
O  rH  CO 


XAl  XA( 


.  a 

•  to 

•  a> 
.  .  c 

•  *H 

v  C  -H 

•  3  Ph  -h 


-3  -3  O  XA  O  co 
CO  i — I  CO  rocO-3 
CM  i— 1  CM  mD  CM  XA 


s 


L>  XA| 


01  f- 


3rH  ?! 


-  i»  - 


Meat  prediction  in  the  U.S.S.R.  apparently  has  increased  materially 
since  the  end  of  World  War  II.    According  to  a  published  report  of  the  First 
Secretary  of  the  Communist  Party,  production  in  1955  was  30  percent  larger 
than  in  1950  and  8  percent  more  than  in  1953.    According  to  that  source, 
production  in  the  country  has  increased  each  year  since  1951. 

Apparently  meat  production  in  South  America  increased  slightly  in  1955 
primarily  because  of  partial  recovery  from  the  drought  and  some  attempt  at 
regaining  export  markets.    Production  in  Argentina  increased  6  percent  and 
some  increase  occurred  in  Bragil*    In  1955  production  in  Uruguay  was  sharply 
lower  than  a  year  earlier. 

Meat  production  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  declined  moderately  in  1955 
reflecting  a  decline  in  cattle  marketings  before  price  ceilings  on  beef  and 
cattle  were  removed «    Prodi ction  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  attributed 
largely  to  strong  demand, increased  It  and  7  percent,  respectively.    Output  of 
meat  in  Australia  is  now  30  percent  above  the  191*6-50  average  and  is  up  12 
percent  in  New  Zealand. 

Output  in  the  Philippine  Republic  has  increased  sharply  since  the  end  of 
World  War  II,  and  in  1955  was  almost  equal  to  the  prewar  average.  Production 
in  Japan  has  also  increased  substantially  since  the  end  of  the  war.  Japan's 
output  in  1955  of  3J-I-7  million  pounds  was  16  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier, 
mainly  because  of  the  increased  slaughter  of  young  animals  no  longer  needed  for 
draft  purposes  • 

Addituonal  details  for  important  producing  countries  are  as  follows: 
Argentina 

The  controlled  slaughter  in  1955  was  in  excess  of  6.I4  million  head,  and 
when  the  customary  estimate  for  farm  and  independent  small  butcher  kill  is 
added  the  total  kill  was  estimated  at  9«2  million  head.    Sheep  slaughter  in 
1955  was  the  highest  since  19k9  while  hog  slaughter  increased  only  slightly 
over  195U.    Slightly  higher  prices  and  a  change  in  government  policy  have 
encouraged  larger  marketings  of  livestock  especially  during  the  second  half 
of  the  year. 

Australia 

Meat  production  during  1955  was  somehwat  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  due 
primarily  to  increased  prices  and  improved  crop  and  pasture  situation.  Mutton 
production  was  about  1  percent  higher  than  in  195U»  but  veal  and  lamb  pro- 
duction both  dropped  about  2  percent.    Pork  production, owing  to  increased 
domestic  demand,  was  lit  percent  higher,  while  bacon  and  ham  production  remained 
at  the  previous  year's  level,  showing  an  increase  of  only  a  fraction  of  one 
percent. 
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New  Zealand 


There  was  a  marked  increased  in  beef,  veal,  lamb  and  mutton  production, 
but  pork  production  decreased.    This  was  largely  due  to  the  strong  demand  for 
these  products  by  the  United  Kingdom,    favorable  pasture  conditions  during 
the  year  contributed  to  the  increased  output. 


Mexico 


The  present  decline  in  cattle  and  sheep  slaughter  is  considered  only 
temporary  because  of  government  controls  and  recovering  from  the  effects  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease.    Mexico  is  expected  to  resume  its  upward  trend  during 
1956.    Hog  slaughter  was  larger  during  1955,  and  current  demand  indicates  a 
continued  rise  in  1956.    Goat  slaughter  has  been  declining  during  recent  years 
and  is  likely  to  contine. 

Brazil 


Conditions  for  pork  production  were  less  favorable  in  1955 ,  due  mainly 
to  limited  supplies  of  corn  and  other  hog  feed  during  the  second  half  of  the 
year.    Livestock  and  meat  supplies  are  expected  to  be  more  plentiful  in  1956 
but  at  generally  firm  prices.    Hog  and  pork  prices,  now  at  an  all-time  high, 
may  decline  somewhat  in  the  face  of  larger  number  expected  in  the  second 
half  of  1956. 


Canada 

The  Canadian  livestock  industry  fared  well  in  1955  and  present  indications 
are  that  1956  will  be  another*  good  year.    Total  livestock  numbers  at  the  end 
of  1955  were  the  highest  in  several  years.    The  total  slaughter  of  cattle, 
hogs  and  sheep  in  1955  was  11  percent  larger  than  the  previous  year. 


Cuba 

Cattle  slaughter  in  1955  increased  approximately  2  percent  over  195U. 
Pork  production  increased  slightly  while  output  of  mutton,  lamb  and  goat  meat 
remained  nearly  equal  to  the  195U  production. 

Denmark 

The  total  production  of  red  meat  during  1955  was  approximately  3  percent 
larger  than  the  preceding  year*    Continuation  of  relatively  favorable  prices 
and  reasonable  feed  prices  contributed  to  the  large  production. 


France 


In,  1955,  meat  production  was  up  3  percent  over  195U.    Government  export 
subsidy  and  favorable  crop  and  pasture  growing  conditions  were  the  principal 
factors  which  enchanced  their  output,    France  is  expected  to  maintain  the  same 
production  level  through  1956. 
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Sweden 


The  relatively  large  increase  in  the  price  of  livestock  products  in 
combination  with  lower  prices  of  commercial  feed  have  increased  the  profit- 
ability of  livestock  production.    Farmers  will  attempt  to  maintain  this  pro- 
duction but  are  at    present    severely  handicapped  by  the  shortage  of  feed. 

Norway 

Meat  production  in  1955  increased  about  12  percent  because  of  heavy 
slaughterings  as  a  result  of  last  summer's  drought  and  the  change  over  in 
certain  regions  from  dairying  to  grain  production.    The  over-production  of 
beef  in  the  fall  resulted  in  marketing  problems  which  were  solved  in  part 
through  exports,  mainly  to  Czechoslovakia,  and  through  an  increase  in 
domestic  consumption. 

As  feed  supplies  on  many  farms  were  exhausted  in  early  1956,  slaughterings 
again  exceeded  domestic  demand.    The  situation  was  comolicated  by  the  fact 
that  storage  space  was  filled  to  capacity.    The  Norwegian  Meat  Marketing  Coop- 
erative was  actively  seeking  export  outlets. 

Netherlands 


There  was  a  marked  increased  in  beef  and  veal  and  pork  production  in  1955 
while  mutton,  lamb,  and  goat  production  decreased.    Relatively  higher  prices 
resulting  from  increased  demand  were  largely  responsible  for  larger  output. 


Greece 


Weather  conditions  during  1955  favored  livestock  production.  The 
natural  vegetation  was  sufficient  to  provide  adequate  pasturage  for  animals 
carried  on  rangelands  and  under  nomadic  conditions. 

Increased  availability  of  animals  and  increased  demand  raised  the  total 
slaughterings  in  1955  to  the  highest  point  since  the  war.  This  upward  trend 
is  expected  to  continue  in  1956. 

Austria 


In  1955  beef  and  veal  production  showed  a  slight  decrease  from  195U, 
while  pork  production  rose  by  7  percent.    Increased  pork  production  was  due 
to  government  price  policies  which  resulted  in  hog  numbers  reaching  an  all- 
time  high,  exceeding  the  1938  figure  by  2  percent  and  the  195k  numbers  by  5 
percent. 

On  an  average  the  1955  meat  supplies  were  relatively  adequate.    There  were 
neither  serious  shortages,  with  sharp  increases  in  prices,  nor  periods  of 
critical  oversupply  with  declining  prices  and  resultant  losses  to  producers. 
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